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other in speech, appearance, character, and customs.    The Ipi
are physically fine people, of prepossessing appearance, with
faces expressive of intelligence ;   the   Namau   are short and
sturdy, with flat faces, sunken eyes, snub noses,  and an ex-
pression of sullenness and moroseness, which., however, is said
to do their real disposition less than justice.    The Ipi are strict
monogamists ; among them bigamy is an unpardonable offence:
in one case known to Mr. Holmes a man who married a second
wife was so ostracized by the tribe that he died of a broken
heart, though he was a comparatively young man, strong and
of exceptionally fine physique, who had been highly respected
by all the people of his tribe till he committed the inexpiable
sin of bigamy.    In the same tribe adultery is, or used to be,
punished with death ;   indeed,  Mr. Holmes assures us that
" the standard of sexual morality of these  barbarian mono-
gamists was infinitely higher than is known in any civili2ed
land  to-day".     On  the  other  hand,   their  neighbours,  the
Namau, practised polygamy, and among- them the relations
between the sexes were of the loosest and, judged by European
standards, the most immoral sort ;  concubinage was rampant,
and the common decencies of life ignored.   Again, the Namau
were cannibals, while the Ipi were not.    The reason alleged
by the Namau for their cannibalism was that by eating the
bodies of the foes whom they had slain they acquired the
courage of their victims', thereby enhancing their own fighting
qualities.
Among the topics on which the author dwells at some
length are totemism, initiation, and the ceremonial use of
masks. On the subject of totemism the information which he
gives is not so clear and full as might be desired. We gather
that the system existed fully developed among the Ipi, but not
among the Namau. Totem kinship, the author tells us, was
more sacred and binding than blood kinship. A man might
not marry a woman of the same totem as himself, nor kill and
eat his totemic animal \ if he saw anyone else killing it, he was
bound to express his sorrow and sympathy with the creature.
This so far is totemism of the most regular pattern. But Mr.
Holmes distinguishes totems of different sorts, and it is not
Always clear to which sort he is referring. Thus, he speaks of
tribal totems, communal totems, and individual totems; also